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Important Dates

Family Mass, Holy
Trinity
Sunday 14 August

Book Week Parade
and Dress-up
Monday 22 August

SFX Quiz Night
Friday 26 August

Father's Day Stall
Thursday 1 September

Grandparents &
Special Friends Day
Friday 2 September

School Discos
Thursday 8 September

Pupil Free Day
Friday 9 September

Last day of Term 3
& Intercultural Day
Friday 30 September
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From our Principal, Jason Mittiga
Welcome back to Term 3! I hope you all had a good break and are ready for an exciting term ahead.

On behalf of everyone at SFX, we would like to warmly welcome all children who have started at our school this term. This includes our

Reception students, commencing school for the very first time, as well as new students in other year levels. We are excited to have you

join this wonderful community.

We would also like to welcome our new Reception teacher, Stephanie Breumelhof, as well as staff who have been on leave: Catherine

Turbill, Gail Macnamara and Elisa Chillingworth.

Please look out for a weekly email from your child's year level outlining the week ahead. If you are not receiving this, please contact your

child's class teacher.

All families would have received my email this week with the letter from Dr Neil McGoran and Professor Nicola Spurrier. With COVID still

prevalent in our society, a reminder to please remain vigilant if your child is showing symptoms or if they are a close contact.

Please enjoy this edition of our eNews and all the best for the term ahead!

Independence Day
To encourage independence and organisation, we will be having a school-wide ‘Independence Day’ each Thursday in Term 3,

commencing in Week 3.

An Independence Day is a day where children come into the classroom on their own and manage their own morning routine.

An “Independence Day” looks like this:

What: Children bring themselves into the school and are responsible for their own belongings - drink bottles, library books, notes, etc.

On this day parents either drop their child at the kiss and drop or school gate, and children enter the classroom on their own. In effect, it

is a “Parent/Caregiver Free” day.

Why: To increase children's independence in classroom routines to help develop self-responsibility, confidence, risk taking,

organisational skills and initiative within a safe and supportive environment.

For our new Term 3 Receptions, Independence Day will commence in Week 6.

We thank you for your ongoing support.

Student Attendance
Schools are required to collect the daily attendance of all enrolled students. Recently the Education Department has changed its

guidelines regarding the term ‘Chronic Absenteeism’. These new guidelines state that any student with ten unexplained absences from

school in a term must be reported to the them. 

Therefore, we are reminding all families to contact the school if your child is absent on any given day for things such as illness (including

COVID), appointments and family matters. After completing daily class rolls, the school will also attempt to contact all families with

unexplained absences via text message.

If your family is going away on holiday during the school term, please contact the office and your child’s class teacher(s) to ensure that

we have accurately recorded this absence. For holidays of a period of more than two weeks, parents will need to contact the school and

complete the Education Department Form C – ED175 (Principal Approved Application for Exemption from School – Enrolment

Attendance and Education Enrolment Participation).

How can you contact the school if your child is absent?

Phone – 8251 9500 and select option one – Student Absentee Line

Text - 0407 641 153

Email – office@sfx.catholic.edu.au or your child’s class teacher for planned absences in advance

App – St Francis Xaviers School App – Absentee Form
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Please also note that the school gates close at 9:00am each morning. Students arriving after this time need to enter the school through

the front office and will be marked as late on the roll. If possible, informing the front office of a late arrival due to appointments or other

delays is greatly appreciated.

Uniform
We will be clamping down on our school uniform, and those wearing incorrect items will receive a notice to take home. As you are aware,

commencing next year, all students in all year levels are expected to be in our "new uniform".

Just some reminders:

Headbands/Ties/Ribbons: Accessories are to be minimal, and navy or white ONLY (no Jo-Jo style bows). Please note children are

currently wearing other colours such as pink, green, black etc, which are not permitted. 

Hair: Hairstyle is also a part of the school uniform. Shoulder length hair or longer is to be tied back and away from the face. Any change

to hair colour should be in natural toning only. Highlights are permitted but should not be excessive. Hairstyles are to be moderate and

not extreme – no lines or patterns cut into the hair.  

Sneakers: Are to be predominately white, with white laces only. For those still wearing the "old uniform", white socks can be worn. For

those wearing the "new uniform", SFX socks are to be worn.   

Jewellery: The only jewellery permitted to be worn - Wristwatch, Earrings: sleepers or studs and gold or silver in colour. One chain with

religious symbol, to be worn under clothing.

No makeup or coloured nail polish. 

Quiz Night
 

 

 

 

Our Quiz Night (proudly sponsored by Smith Partners Real Estate and Smith Partners Financial Solutions) is fast approaching on Friday,

26th August at 7:00pm. 

At the time of writing, we have already sold 11 tables! It would be  great to have as many families as possible join us at this wonderful

community event. So, book the babysitters and make a night of it - it will be a fun time! Bookings are via Qkr! Tables of 10, or individual

tickets can be purchased.

We are also seeking donations for prizes, so if you or your business would like to contribute to the evening, please drop your items,

voucher etc to the Front Office. Should you know of a business that may be interested in donating, please let them know. Businesses

donating will be promoted on the night. If all donations could be dropped off by 19th August, it would be very much appreciated.

School Fees for 2023
We are pleased to inform our school families that there will be no increase in school fees for the 2023 school year.

As South Australian's continue to feel the impact of COVID-19, Catholic Education SA has announced it will freeze fees at its 86 Diocesan

schools for the 2023 school year.

“These decisions are part of our continued COVID 19 response as we seek to support families at a time when they are being impacted

by rising costs and inflation,” says Dr Neil McGoran, Director, Catholic Education SA.

Since 2019, Catholic Education SA has been implementing the Making Catholic Education More Affordable Initiative to ensure our

schools are accessible to any family who wants their child to have a Catholic education.
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Dr Neil McGoran said the fee-freeze would not impact the quality of education. “We’re committed to keeping school fees as low as

possible and ensuring a Catholic education is affordable and accessible to all.”

In addition to the fee-freeze, further fee remissions are available to any family who is struggling to pay school fees due to financial

pressures. Families should contact our Business Manager, Enza Messina for more information.

From our Leader of Learning, Lisa Karanicolou
Our staff have been building their knowledge in developing ‘Learning Intentions’ and ‘Success Criteria’ in their classrooms.

Learning Intentions are conversations we have with our students about big ideas or learning expectations, which answer the question

“Why are we learning this?” It is a statement of what students are learning and why, not what they are doing. It is also a way for teachers

to ponder whether and why something is worth learning and make that clear to students.

Success Criteria is an accurate picture of the essential learning that will be assessed. In creating visible success criteria, students

understand, in detail, how to be successful. Experiencing scaffolded instruction that supports attainment of success criteria moves

students from being engaged to being empowered. We want our students to understand what success looks like and have the ability to

articulate how they are doing and how they can improve.

From our Acting APRIM, Rosanna Samarzia
Para Hills/Modbury Catholic Parish Sacramental Program 2022 to 2023 

It is now time to enrol your child into the Sacramental Program for this year. If your child is in Year 3 or above this year, 2022, then they

can be enrolled in the program. Two information sessions are being held to provide details about the Sacramental Program within the

Para Hills/Modbury Parish.  

Sunday, 14th August, 2022 after 10:00am Mass at Holy Trinity Church, Para Hills

Wednesday, 17th August, 2022 at 7:00pm at St John XXIII Church, Hope Valley  

SFX Family Mass  

All community members are invited to attend our Family Mass on Sunday, 14th August at 10:00am. The Mass will be held at Holy Trinity

Catholic Church (3 James Street, Para Hills). 

If your child or family are interested in reading at the Mass, please email Rosanna Samarzia. It was lovely to have families read together

at our last Family Mass.  

Xavier Cares
At SFX we are incredibly proud of our compassionate community and the sense of care and kindness that families show each other in

times of need. Xavier Cares is one initiative that we have in place to increase and act upon our sense of community and care for each

other.

Xavier Cares is a small group of community members who support families in times of crises and need, eg sickness, hospitalisation,

birth, death, etc. The assistance that the group provides may include things such as cooking a meal or helping with a student's transport

to and from school, and we are currently looking for additional volunteers. Due to the highly sensitive and confidential nature of this

group, you will work closely with our APRIM who is the conduit between the familly and Xavier Cares members.

If you would like to join this supportive group, or require further information, please email Rosanna.

The Resilience Project
To best support our families and build upon the connection between school and home, we suggest that families take the time to access
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information regarding Mindfulness.  

Families will learn about Mindfulness as well as gain some insight into devices, online safety and the use of family tech agreements from

the eSafety Commissioner. 

A friendly reminder that families have access to the Parent Hub, which is designed to support your children with the concepts of

Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness at home.  
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Restorative Practices at SFX - Scott Hughes
“The child who is not embraced by the village, will burn it down to feel its warmth”. 

 

School disciplinary practices affect a student’s academic outcomes and life outcomes (Hollands et al., 2022). As such, there has been a

shift over the last two decades in the approach schools take to prevent, reduce, and respond to behavioural issues (International Institute

for Behavioural Practices [IIRP], 2018). 

 

Staff at St Francis Xavier’s Catholic School (SFX) accept and view children as fundamentally good, but capable of harming others, either

intentionally or unintentionally. Therefore, SFX staff are committed to working with your children restoratively, which strives to develop a

sense of connectedness and manage student conflict through the repairing of harm and restoring of relationships (Thorsborne & Blood,

2013), this approach is known as Restorative Practices (RP). We have recently launched our RP policy, so it’s important that you, as a

member of our community, have an understanding of what this approach involves.  

It is theorised that there are three psychological mechanisms which improve student behaviour and feelings of connectedness (Acosta,

et al. 2019)

 

1. The maximisation of positive affect (i.e. feelings, emotions, and moods) by using a proactive approach. This can be seen in your

child’s classroom through their participation in social-emotional learning programs (SEL), such as The Resilience Project.

 

2. The minimisation of negative affect by asking those who have caused harm (‘the offender’)  to others (‘the victim’) to accept

responsibility for their behaviour and then providing them with support to reintegrate back in to the community without causing further

harm through punishment. This can be seen through the use of scripted conversations which allow the offender to directly address the

harm caused, and repair or restore the relationship with the victim. 

 

3. The encouragement of expressing emotion through the use of affective statements and questions. This can be seen in your child’s

classroom through the language used by their teacher when respectfully challenging behaviour, and in the yard when our peer-

mediators are supporting children through conflict. It can also be seen during mediation, when those affected by harm allow the offender

to hear how their actions have affected them. 

 

Staff at SFX have participated in professional development surrounding the use of RP and have been using the approach with your

children in varying capacities over the past several years. However, there has been a clearer focus since 2021 and it is now the expected

approach amongst all staff. In practice, staff are following the Continuum of RP, in which preventative (and proactive) measures are

taken to reduce instances of conflict and harm and responsive actions are taken to repair harm and restore relationships post-incident

(e.g. restorative circles, and formal conferences). By using RP, we are adhering to Wachtel’s (2000) framework of the Social Discipline

Window, which supports the contention that your child is more likely to make a positive change in their behaviour when those in positions

of authority do things with them, rather than to them or for them.

 

For more information on Restorative Practices at SFX, our policy is available on the school website. 
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Learning to Read Workshop (Reception - Year 2)
We are thrilled that our upcoming Reading Workshop (2nd August) is fully booked. It is fantastic to see so many parents interested and

wanting to learn more about how children read. We all know the importance of reading, and to have a consistent approach when reading

with your child at home is a huge support to your child and the teachers. #collaboration

2022 Calendar & Parent Handbook
A reminder to all families to please continuously check our 2022 Calendar & Parent Handbook for upcoming events. Please remember to

refresh the page to ensure you are viewing the latest version.

2022 Calendar & Parent Handbook
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